DELAWARE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CANCER INCIDENCE AND MORTALITY

Advisory Council Meeting

MINUTES FOR MARCH 20TH, 2003

ATTENDEES:

	Council Members:
	

	William Bowser, Esquire, Young Conaway Stargatt & 

                    Taylor, LLP
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Maureen Dempsey, MD, DE Division of Public Health
	Paul Silverman, DE Division of Public Health

	Matthew Denn, Esquire, Office of the Governor
	Senator Liane Sorenson

	Stephen Grubbs, MD, Medical Oncology Hematology 

                    Consultants, PA
	Representative Stephanie Ulbrich

	Bethany Hall-Long, PhD, RNC, University of DE
	Others Present:

	Patricia Hoag, PhD, RN, American Cancer Society
	Chris Barrish

	Julio Navarro, MD, Glasgow Family Practice
	Ulder Tillman, MD, MPH, DE Division of Public Health

	
	Betsy Wheeler, Management Concepts, Inc.


TOPICS OF DISCUSSION:

I
Approval of December, 2002 Minutes
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Dr. Tillman suggested a revision to the minutes under section I to better reflect the chronology of the request and allocation of tobacco proceeds.  After discussion, a motion to approve was made accompanied by a second.  The minutes were accepted via a unanimous voice vote. 

II
Old Business
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Finalize Council Composition
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Council Appointments:
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Dr. Petrilli will represent Christiana.
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Bethany Hall-Long will represent the House of Representatives
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Finalize Bylaws for Consortium
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One revision to Section VI Leadership
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Bullet B, the last sentence will be annotated to read “vice-chairperson” instead of “chairperson
“ in each instance that the term “chairperson” is used.
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It was agreed that a formal vote to accept the bylaws could be delayed until the Council is officially reconstituted.
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Legislation to reconstitute Council:
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Matt Denn will be authorizing legislation and have it finalized in the short term.

III
New Business
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Membership  Recruitment
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A 600 piece mail solicitation was distributed in the first week of February, 2003.
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Approximately 30 responses were received within the first 3 days.
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Four (4) completed applications have since been received.

[image: image16.png]



Accomplishments since the initial report should be highlighted and an emphasis be made on positive accomplishments.
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A letter will be drafted to:
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Re-target the 26 of 30 non-respondents who requested membership materials.
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Appeal to former Committee members for membership.
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Pending results may re-approach the large group of 600 community-based organizations again.
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Differentiation between the roles of Council members and general members may be meaningful and provide clarity to the membership recruitment process.  
However, it was agreed that in this formative period for the Council/Consortium, the timing with which these roles are defined and are useful in decision-making is somewhat evolutionary- meaning that that clarity may retain member commitment over time, but may not necessarily elicit new participation.
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Membership  Committee
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Mr. Bowser stated the need to immediately form and activate a membership committee to review applications received and monitor the short term recruitment process.  Volunteers were solicited with, ideally, representation from the Executive Committee and Council members who have deep and broad based knowledge of existing community resources in order to assess the adequacy, of the Consortium’s breadth.  Matt Denn, Patricia Hoag, and Nicholas Petrelli, MD volunteered and were appointed as members of a new “Membership Committee”. 
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Re-instituting the Consumer Voice at meetings
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A ten (10) minute presentation from a consumer was discussed by Council members and determined to be a very effective component of previous Council meetings in that that voice keeps the issue of cancer upfront and focused.
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Announcement – Jill Rogers will be on an indefinite medical leave.  The Council wishes her a speedy recovery and return.  In her absence, meeting and administrative support will be coordinated by Dr. Paul Silverman.

IV
Discussion/Updates
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Dr. Paul Silverman provided an overview of Progress to Date on the Council’s original recommendations.
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Council members discussed the necessity of reporting on total progress versus that of a single agency.

[image: image29.png]



It was agreed that all State sister agencies be involved in progress reporting, and the conversation underscored the importance of invigorating a broad membership who at the community level can provide concise progress reporting that may otherwise be unknown by/at the State agencies. 
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Questions were raised about use of the funds for assistance with remediation to reduce radon for low-income homeowners, as opposed to education.  DHP staff will develop recommendations for the Council’s consideration.
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RFP updates and commitments to participate in review panels
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Briefly describe each RFP and solicit volunteers.
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Council members can participate in more than one (1) review panel. 
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A registration form and an overview of each of the RFPs will be distributed to all Council members.
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Evaluation plan for Colorectal Screening Advocacy Program - #560 – Dr. Grubbs volunteered.
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Tobacco Prevention and Cancer Screening Media - #564 – Mr. Bowser volunteered.
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Data Collection and Analysis - #572
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Meeting Facilitation and Staffing - #561 – Ms. Hoag volunteered.

V
Next Steps/Next Meeting
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Next Cancer Council Meeting to be held in Mid-May, target week of 5/12 or 5/19.  Council members suggested that perhaps a morning in Dover would be best.
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Membership Committee update.
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RFP review process update
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Update on Medicaid DSS meeting pertinent to Colorectal Screening.
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Discussion amongst members about jumpstarting thinking about Year 2 goals.

[image: image44.png]



It was agreed that the task of resurrecting committees is more of an immediate priority.
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Consequently, a 4th agenda item in May will be added to discuss with previous committee Chairman their assumed willingness to proceed and their respective ideas for formulating Year 2 goals and action plans.
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