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Dover, DE 

Attendees



	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Andria Bennett – DE House of Representatives

	Did Not Attend
	Ruth Briggs-King – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	William Bowser, Esq, - Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Did Not Attend
	Albert Shields, designee for John C. Carney, Jr. – U.S. Congress

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did Not Attend
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Rita Landgraf, Department of Health and Social Services

	Attended – via phone
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD –Christiana Care -  Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	David Small – DE Department of Natural Resources  & Environmental Control

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Lisa Henry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Heather Brown – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Karyl Rattay – Delaware Division of Public Health

	
	

	
	

	Public/Guests
	

	Attended
	Lisa Schieffert – Delaware Healthcare Association

	
	

	
	



Welcome/Review/Approval of Minutes


Chair Bill Bowser began the meeting at 8:45 am.  Dr. Patricia Hoge made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 23, 2015 meeting.  Dr. Stephen Grubbs seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and all present voted to approve the minutes as written.

Old & New Business

Legislative Update
Chair, Bill Bowser provided the legislative update on the two bills receiving the focus of the DCC.  The first one was the expansion of the Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA) or House Bill #5.  The DCC endorsed the bill as written.  There were several attempts in the house to expand the bill that did not pass, however it did pass with a compromise for the vape shops.  The bill allows free standing vape shops that make more than 80% of their revenue to continue allowing individuals to try vape apparatus.  They must display signs about vaping in the establishment.  It does not have a sunset provision but does accomplish the goal of adding vaping to the CIAA.  The bill must still pass the senate but does have the potential to reach the governor’s desk.  Mr. Bowser thanked Dr. Karyl Rattay for her testimony on House Bill #5.

The other area of interest to the DCC is an increase in the tobacco tax.  Currently a bill to propose a tax increase does not have a sponsor in the house.  Chair, Bill Bowser stated that he doesn’t understand when there is a deficit why this cannot be accomplished.  The hope is that someone will stand up and be a champion to sponsor a bill.  Dr. Petrelli also raised the question what is the issue to not finding a sponsor for the tobacco tax?  The tax would drive down usage among youth and bring in more money of which the Consortium would like to get a piece of to continue their work.

Committee Discussion
A review of the DCC committees, funding and participation was discussed.  Chair, Bill Bowser suggested that the Advisory Council start thinking about what the Consortium will look like going forward.  Data, Environment, and Health Equity and Inclusion committees all have low member attendance at their meetings.  Data, Environment, Quality and Communication & Public Education committees all have minimal to zero funding.  If there is any funding, it is allocated to something very specific for example the Healthy Homes program under the Environment committee.   Due to minimal to zero funding there is no money for new projects or to sustain current projects in the next year or two.  Suggestions for AC members to think about are:
· Quality and Data committees could roll up to Delaware Cancer Registry Advisory Committee (DCRAC) as they have the same goals 
· Environment committee could become “ad hoc” for specific projects or members could move to Tobacco and Other Risk Factors committee and focus on “other risk factors”
· Health Equity and Inclusion committee has taken a broader reach than just cancer and much of the work they are addressing now is also being addressed in DPH’s Office of Health Equity (LGBTQ, Cultural Competency, Data Systems)  
All members present and on the phone were receptive to the suggested committee changes.  Meg Maley advised that the Environment committee recently added three new members with scientific backgrounds and she would like to keep them interested as well as to use their expertise.  In lieu of the recent testimony regarding HB5, Mr. Bowser stated that the DCC needs scientists and that the group still has a long list of important issues to address.  He proposed waiting until July to see what the reality is and what the group may accomplish with legitimate roles and goals.  He asked all members to look at the overlap of the committees and think about it until the July 20th meeting.  

DCC Retreat Re-Cap
Ms. Heather Brown provided a final re-cap for the DCC Annual Retreat that took place on Tuesday, April 14, 2015 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm at Dover Downs, Dover, DE.  Lung cancer was the focus of the morning session and transition of care was covered in the afternoon session.  There were 81 attendees.  Feedback from exit surveys indicated that the topics were well received.  One said that this was the most relevant to what is going on in the state.  Several comments were on each one of the presentations.  The only negative comment was that the national speakers were not as well received as the local speakers.  Some suggestions for future topics include obesity and physical activity as it relates to cancer, survivorship, health and wellness in youth and also partnering with the lunch cancer screening program.  Ms. Brown indicated that the DCC Survey will come out next month with the same questions that were asked last year.  This will allow for measurement to last year’s results.

Sharing Time
Dr. Grubbs advised that he is leaving his practice at the end of July to become the head of Clinical Affairs at The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) in Alexandria, VA.  He will be involved with payment advocacy in Washington.  He stated that he wants to remain active in the Delaware Cancer Consortium and will be commuting to Washington.  All members present expressed their congratulations to Dr. Grubbs.

Chair, Bill Bowser suggested waiting until July to sort out the money and attendance issues so that the group can pick priorities in which to focus.  Re-focusing is always good and participants should continue to feel valued.  He also stated that the All Payer Claims Database (APCD) should be in the state and it got a little side tracked.  In order to get it implemented, legislation is probably needed and can be part of the re-focus.  

Dr. Grubbs inquired if there might be any strategy about moving the funding from the Health Fund.  Mr. Bowser answered, “Probably not.”  He added that the individuals on the Health Fund Advisory Council are probably frustrated with the system themselves.  He stated that it is a public policy problem in this state and that this crisis could be seen as an opportunity.  Dr. Spellman added that an increase in the tobacco tax would help pay for the disparities in health care costs but also fund projects that have helped the DCC put Delaware on the map.  Dr. Grubbs asked to see data on how much money has been saved in the Delaware Cancer Treatment Program because of individuals obtaining health insurance as a result of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).   Ms. Lisa Henry advised that it is still early to determine the savings since it hasn’t completed a full year, however in the coming months the Division of Public Health will be evaluating this. 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 am.

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).
Future Meeting (s)




Next Meeting:  Monday, July 20, 2015 at DTCC, Terry Campus, Dover, DE 8:30 am -10:00 am.
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