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Delaware Cancer Registry Advisory Committee (DCRAC) 
Combined Meeting with the 
Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA)
January 8, 2018
Approved -  Minutes
The Outlook at the Duncan Center
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE 



Attendees

	
	

	
Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Julie Abel, Nanticoke Health Systems

	Did Not Attend
	David Bercaw, Medical Society of Delaware

	Attended
	Robert Hall-McBride, Christiana Care Health Systems

	Attended
	Lisa Henry, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	James M. Monihan, MD, Allied Diagnostic Pathology Consultants, PA 

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	John D. Shevock, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD– Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Betsy Cromartie, Delaware Cancer Registry/ICF

	
	

	Public/Guests
	

	Attended
	Jason Lawson, Bureau of Public Health Informatics



	Attended
	Debbie Bertz, AI Dupont Hospital for Children Cancer Registry, DCRA

	Attended
	Jennifer Nack, Bayhealth Cancer Registry, DCRA

	Attended
	Colleen Ferber, Delaware Cancer Registry/ICF, DCRA

	Attended
	Colleen Grosso, Penn Medicine Cancer Registry, DCRA

	Attended
	Dawn Grabowski, CHAMPS Oncology, DCRA 

	Attended
	Debbie Couden, DCRA

	Attended
	Starla Goodman, CHAMPS Oncology, DCRA
A

	Attended
	Kevin Williams, Delaware Cancer Registry/ICF, DCRA

	Attended
	Amy Haynie, Peninsula Regional Medical Center Cancer Registry, DCRA

	Attended
	Julie King, Peninsula Regional Medical Center Cancer Registry, DCRA


Welcome/Review/Approval of minutes




This is an annually-conducted joint meeting of the Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA) and the Delaware Cancer Registry Advisory Committee (DCRAC). The meeting began with participants from both committees introducing themselves. Dr. Nicholas Petrelli then led the DCRAC meeting and a discussion of DCRAC progress on assigned tasks.  
Old & New Business



Strategy 1:  Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR) Information Technology Capabilities - Web Plus and eMaRC Plus updates
Mr. Jason Lawson reported that there have been issues installing the new version of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) eMaRC Plus software module in the Test environment.  A technical assistance conference call has been scheduled with the CDC programming support later today. When issues are resolved in the Test system, the new version will be moved to Production. There is nothing new to report as it relates to Web Plus.  

Strategy 2, Objective 2A:  Improve quality of data using the Rapid Quality Reporting System (RQRS); Discuss posting Cancer Program Practice Profile Reports (CP3R) with hospital cancer committee chairs
Mr. Bob Hall-McBride stated that the DCRAC had discussed posting state-level CP3R measure reports rather than hospital-level reports. There was discussion among group members that presenting the data for all hospitals combined would prevent violation of contractual issues with the Commission on Cancer. Depending on the results and feedback, these state-level reports combining the data from the hospitals could be posted on the DCR webpage, as well as published in a one-pager in the Delaware Medical Journal.    

Strategy 2C- All Payer Claims Database (APCD) – Update from the working group
Dr. Nicholas Petrelli explained that when the APCD law was put into effect, the private insurers were not included in the legislation, resulting in a much more limited database than was originally planned. Dr. James Spellman stated that this situation hasn’t changed.  The APCD working group is still working on implementing it through the Delaware Health Information Network (DHIN). He suggested asking Tom Brown to come to the DCC to discuss plans for the APCD.  Dr. Petrelli agreed and asked Dr. Spellman to invite Mr. Brown to the April 9 DCC Advisory Council meeting, and they will provide a report back to the DCRAC.   

Strategy 3B:  Publicize availability of DCR Data – Delaware Medical Journal articles and publicizing the DCR webpage
Dr. Petrelli reported that Dr. Diana Dickson-Witmer of Helen F. Graham Cancer Center and Research Institute is preparing an article on dense breasts and mammography for the Delaware Medical Journal. The article will be submitted within the next few months. Additionally, Dr. Petrelli sends emails regularly to state physicians to publicize the DCR webpage information. He plans to send another soon, and asked for email addresses of DCRAC members to make sure all cancer center physicians are receiving the emails.  

Dr. Petrelli stated that the committee will go through the entire Execution Plan at the April meeting.  The DCRAC meeting was then concluded, and the DCRA business meeting was begun.  

Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA) Meeting

The DCRA co-chairs, Ms. Colleen Grosso and Ms. Dawn Grabowski, distributed copies of the agenda and minutes to the group.  

Approval of minutes – The minutes were approved with no revisions.  

Treasurer’s report 
Ms. Debbie Bertz reported that she emailed members regarding outstanding DCRA dues for 2018.  The membership forms will be reviewed and members will be asked for their current contact phone numbers to have on file in case of adverse weather affecting future meetings. The bank account balance is $727.76 plus the $40 in dues collected today.  As reported at the last DCRA meeting, the service charge for the bank that the DCRA has been using is $60/ year.  Another local bank was identified that did not have a service charge for a checking account. Unfortunately, the new bank requires a form 501C, Non-Profit exemption issued by the IRS which the DCRA does not have.  Ms. Bertz is in the process of completing a Form 1024 to get a form 501C. The Association will then need to submit the DCRA’s organizing document (from 1984) that is as accurate as possible and original Bylaws. Mr. Bob Hall-McBride said that he may have this information. Ms. Bertz stated that there is a $400 fee to file the Form 1024.  Given that fact, the group may want to consider other options, including opening a personal checking account for the DCRA. The group discussed several options, and Dr. Petrelli suggested that since the DCRA budget is relatively small, dues could be eliminated and the Cancer Consortium could support the budget. The DCRA budget is used mostly for catering, the DCRA basket items and National Cancer Registrars Week gifts.  Ms. Lisa Henry concurred that the DCC could handle the DCRA budget, and that it would be easiest to coordinate this through Ms. Betsy Cromartie. Dr. Petrelli suggested that the DCRA could spend down the money currently in the budget. The money could be spent on the April meeting and basket items.  Ms. Colleen Ferber added that the Association planned to give a donation to the National Cancer Registrars Association Education Foundation in honor of April Fritz, distinguished educator and author of cancer registry standards, who passed away in September 2017.  Ms. Grosso asked that everyone fill out the annual membership application so that we have updated contact information on all. Ms. Bertz will refund dues already paid for 2018.      

Appointment of Officers
Ms. Grosso asked DCRA members if anyone was interested in being an officer. Available positions are: two Co-Presidents, Financial Coordinator and Meeting Coordinator. All officers offered to continue in their roles if other DCRA members were not interested. As there were no new volunteers, Ms. Jennifer Nack will continue in her role as Meeting Coordinator; Debbie Bertz in her role as Financial Coordinator; and Ms. Grabowski and Ms. Grosso will continue as Co-Presidents of the DCRA.      

DelMarVa-DC Regional Meeting
The intention of the regional committee is to hold this meeting every other year, and Ms. Grabowski reported that planning is currently underway. The Duncan Center was proposed by Delaware, but the venue that was chosen is Great Wolf Lodge in Williamsburg, Virginia, tentatively to be held October 11-12, 2018. Ms.Grosso stated that the goal is to conduct the meeting in a different state each year so that every state gets a chance to host it. Of note is that the Pennsylvania and New York Associations are planning their regional meeting to be held on the same dates, as is the New Jersey Association. Each DelMarVa-DC state will recruit speakers for the regional conference. Ms. Grosso is reaching out to Larry Shulman with the Commission on Cancer, Peter Gabriel and Cindy Stern of the University of Pennsylvania. The committee is reaching out to Frederick Greene as well. More details will be provided later with updates from planning calls; the next call is on this Thursday. 

State Updates      
Ms. Cromartie provided an update on a DCR project on reducing cases with unknown Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results (SEER) Summary Stage values as requested by Ms. Henry of the Division of Public Health. The goal is to have more accurate data that can be used to evaluate public health initiatives including efficacy of screening programs. The DCR conducted a review of colorectal cancer cases diagnosed in the period 2013-2015, and found that approximately five percent of the cases had an unknown value for SEER Summary Stage. The DCR developed a plan to reduce cases with unknown SEER Summary Stage, focusing on screening amenable sites such as breast and colorectal. So far for 2016 diagnosis year cases, the DCR has reduced the percentage of unknowns to three percent through research in the DHIN and contact with hospital cancer registries. Most of the cases with unknown SEER stage data are nonanalytic or nonhospital cases, as the hospital cancer registries are doing a great job collecting these staging data.

2018 NCRA Basket 
Ms. Grosso reported on the “Stress Reliever” basket contents so far:  1) A cold/warm neck wrap with owl design; and 2) Set of 2 calming Dot-to-Dot drawing books. Members proposed other items including essential oil and a diffuser, Himalayan salt lamp, relaxing CDs and coloring book and colored pencils. The next DCRA meeting is in April and all items will need to be collected by then.  Ms. Grosso asked if anyone has plans to go to the national meeting; she offered to ship the items there if needed. The group then discussed options for the basket/container, and Ms. Grosso asked members to let her know if they have ideas. She explained to the committees that at the NCRA meeting each year, state associations contribute baskets containing gift items for a raffle event. The States receive around 50-75 dollars back from the NCRA for their basket contribution.  Mr. Hall-McBride said that we will need to ask the NCRA to not send the money back to the DCRA, due to the planned change in finances.  
 
Educational Updates
Ms. Ferber stated that she is sending out information on what is coming up for 2018 cases.  She also recommended that the group check the American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) website and the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries website (NAACCR.org) site often for updates regarding implementation timelines for 2018 cases. The AJCC did release eighth edition staging forms on their website, including 104 forms for each distinct staging system—it is called the AJCC Cancer Staging Form Supplement. There is also a histology/typography code supplement.  Ms. Ferber sent out an email on the breast chapter update, which will have to be printed off. There is also errata for the breast cases in the Cancer Case Study workbook, as some of these cases have changed. She also sent out information on the AJCC eighth edition staging webinars to the group. The webinar entitled “Introduction and Descriptors” has already occurred, however she highly recommends that registrars go online to view it. “Minor Rule Changes” is scheduled for February 15.  Ms. Ferber plans to give a presentation in April on the Site Specific Data Items (that will replace Site Specific Factors).  Additionally, she still has self-study NAACCR webinars available to the group:  “Coding Pitfalls”, “Central Nervous System”, “Liver and Bile Duct”, “Lung”, “Hematopoietic” and “Melanoma”. These are free to DCRA members and earn continuing education credits (CEs), and Ms. Ferber asked that interested members contact her to obtain them.  She reported to the group that there are no local educational meetings upcoming in the tristate region. 

Open Discussion
Ms. Grosso reported that she was involved in three Commission on Cancer (CoC) Surveys this past November (Pennsylvania Hospital, Penn Presbyterian and the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania). They have received results for Penn Presbyterian, with a three-year with Commendation and possible Outstanding Achievement Award.  She told the group that each of the three surveyors had a different interpretation of the standards, and provided an example of the variable interpretation of the survivorship standard. Changes that will take place January 1, 2019 include for Standard 1.5 that the goals will no longer be two different goals-clinical and programmatic-as they will be combined into one goal. Standards 4.7 Quality Studies and 4.8 Quality Improvement will be combined into one. The reason given for this change was that many facilities struggle with these standards, and if they do not do well on their quality studies, then most likely they do not do well on quality improvement.  Combining these standards could prevent facilities from receiving two poor marks on their surveys.  

The DCRA meeting was adjourned.  



DCRAC Action Items:

	Task
	Responsible Party
	Timeframe for Completion

	1. Update on Dr. Dickson-Witmer’s article on mammography and dense breasts
	
Dr. Petrelli
	April DCRAC Meeting 

	2. CP3R reports using State data
	Betsy Cromartie
	April DCRAC Meeting

	3. Invite Tom Brown to the DCC Advisory Council meeting for APCD discussion
	
Dr. Spellman
	
April DCRAC Meeting

	4. Send DCR webpage information out through email to cancer researchers and other stakeholders 
	Dr. Petrelli
	April DCRAC Meeting




Sharing Time
There was no sharing time.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m.

Attachments

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.healthydelaware.org) or by contacting Betsy Cromartie (Betsy.Cromartie@state.de.us or 302-744-1058).
Future DCRAC Meeting (s)





Next 2018 Meeting(s): 

The Outlook at the Duncan Center, 5th Floor
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE  19901
Monday, April 9, 2018, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

The Outlook at the Duncan Center, 5th Floor
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE  19901
Monday, July 9, 2018, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

The Outlook at the Duncan Center, 5th Floor
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE  19901
Monday, October 8, 2018, 10:00 am – 11:30 am
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