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Members
	

	Participated
	Katy Connolly – Chair

	Participated
	Heather Bittner-Fagan – Christiana Care Health System 

	Participated
	Ruth Briggs-King – Delaware House of Representatives

	Did not participate
	Deborah Brown, CHES – American Lung Association 

	Did not participate
	Joe Bryant – Governor’s Office

	Did not participate
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – American Society of Clinical Oncologists

	Participated
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Lt. Governor

	Did not participate
	[bookmark: _Hlk26362807]Ernesto Lopez – Delaware Senate

	Did not participate
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did not participate
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Participated
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD – Christiana Care - Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Participated
	Tim Ratsep – Delaware of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Did not participate
	Karyl Rattay, MD, MS, FAAP – Delaware Department of Health and Social Services – Division of Public Health 

	Participated
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did not participate
	Ray Seigfried – Delaware House of Representatives

	Participated
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	Staff

	

	Participated
	Heather Brown – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Dale Goodine – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Helen Arthur – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Shebra Hall – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Cassandra Codes-Johnson – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Jessica Miles – Delaware Division of Public Health

	
	


Welcome/Review/Approval of minutes



Review/Approval of Minutes
Chair, Ms. Katy Connolly began the telephone conference call at 10:00 am.  Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long made a motion to accept the January 13, 2020 minutes as written and Dr. Nicholas Petrelli seconded the motion.  All participants on the call approved. 

Delaware Cancer Treatment Program – 3rd Quarter 
Ms. Heather Brown, Chief of Chronic Disease Bureau with DPH, provided an update on the 3rd Quarter Delaware Cancer Treatment Program (DCTP) enrollment and spending.  For the end of March, there were 51 clients enrolled in the DCTP, which includes four temporary eligible clients, 18 that are eligible for two years due to their ineligibility for the health insurance marketplace, and 29 clients are on an approved financial hardship waiver.  Ms. Brown shared that 20 of the 29 patients have Medicare insurance which means there is no max out of pocket and therefore due to meeting all other eligibility requirements makes those clients eligible. 

Ms. Brown shared that the DCTP is on track with spending and should be able to cover claims through the end of July. There may be additional funding to cover claims until August.  On average, the DCTP is paying $55,000 a week towards claims.  Ms. Brown requested feedback in terms of proposing to use any possible savings to be moved towards the lung cancer screening education campaign that the Comprehensive Cancer Control Program continues to provide for consumers and providers.  As the council may recall, at the last DCC AC meeting held in January it was a very important topic to have enough resources to continue with the five-year lung cancer screening plan.  Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long asked “if there are any chances to see an increase in applications for funding from people who have lost their health insurance during the last month or so?”. Ms. Brown responded there may be a possibility, in which it will continued to be monitored very closely on a weekly basis, and as of now there has not been an increase. Ms. Heather Bittner-Fagan with Christiana Care Health System, asked if there is remaining funding during this time, could it be a result of the fact that patients might not be getting imaging testing done during the pandemic, and could there be an increase in testing next fiscal year?  Ms. Brown confirmed the FY21 proposed budget for the DCTP is level at $3.5 million, so to assure if there is an increase there is funding available.   there is an increase.  

FY21 Budget
Ms. Brown presented an overview of the proposed draft budget based on the Governors recommended budget that came out in February.  The FY21 proposed draft column E, is the current budget the DCC is operating on which is 8.9 million dollars for this fiscal year.  The Governors recommended budget gave the DCC an increase up to 9.4 million, in which this is potentially what the FY21 budget will represent.  Ms. Brown continued with row 6 of the proposed draft budget, which included an increase to the cancer screening reimbursement for uninsured of about $85,000. The reason for the increase is a new competitive 5-year grant, in which the grant is no longer covering colorectal cancer screenings.  Prior to the cancer program receiving this grant 5 years ago, colorectal cancer screenings were completely covered for reimbursement through the Screening for Life program using DCC funding.  Dr. Petrelli requested to revisit the data was received in 2012 regarding the disparities between Caucasians and African Americans in the state in colorectal screenings.  Ms. Brown confirmed she will have data put together, and it will also be included in the Incidence and Mortality Report for 2012 -2016 time period.  

Continuing with the FY21 Budget row 18, implementing a state-wide plan to address physical activity, nutrition and obesity, this includes the DCC applying to the Delaware Health Fund for an extra $250,000 relating to prevention efforts that will be put into place based on the recommendations that come out of the Healthy Lifestyles Subcommittee.  Also, there is a small increase of $7,000 in row 33 regarding the Cancer Registry budget due to a small decrease in the programs National Program of Cancer Registry budget that was awarded.  Reviewing row 49, encourage healthy lifestyles and reduce risky behaviors, this includes the DCC plans on using their savings of $173,000 in looking at further prevention efforts, increasing physical activity in youth and adults, tobacco reduction, e-cigarette and vaping reduction.  Dr. Petrelli made a comment after reviewing the FY21 budget, that the real critical issue for future Delawareans, is the issue related to the states plan towards physical activity, he requested an update at the end of the year to give an idea of where the state plan stands, or any early results they may have.  Ms. Brown confirmed that we will revisit the FY21 budget at the end of the year and informed the Department of Education will be at the July DCC meeting as well.  

Ms. Helen Arthur, Chief of the Health Promotion Disease Prevention Section of DPH provided an update on spending for the Healthy Lifestyle Subcommittee, they have contracted with Health Management Associates to create the road map as requested by the Governor, to come up with policies recommendations for healthy lifestyles, which is moving along great. She mentioned the Healthy Lifestyle Subcommittee has had two webinars, several meetings, extensive research towards healthy lifestyles, and are on track with a report to present to everyone in July. Also, there will be virtual town hall that is being held on April 21, 2020.  In addition, Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long, provided a brief update stating there is a meeting in the State today, in which they are dealing with a tighter budget next year when it comes to general fund money due to the COVID19 crisis, and how the crisis has changed how the state is collecting revenue within the states with taxes.  Dr. Petrelli made a motion to approve the draft FY21 budget as presented and Ms. Bittner-Fagan seconded this motion.  All participants on the call approved.

Sharing Time
Ms. Brown wanted to propose to the council that the Cancer Incidence and Mortality (I&M) Report that will be covering the 2012 to 2016 time period, release be postponed until the October meeting of the DCC.  The report is normally released each July, however due to the Epidemiologist working extensively for the State Health Operations Center regarding COVID19, this has presented a major delay.  Dr. Petrelli and Ms. Bittner-Fagan agreed that the I&M report can wait to be release until the end of the year due to the circumstances of the COVID19.  

Ms. Brown also mentioned the lung cancer rebuttal to the rebuttal that came out as a result of Dr. Rattay’s original article was sent out prior to the meeting for review.  

Ms. Arthur inquired if there was any discussion around the disaster planning and insurance reimbursement issue that was brought to the council’s attention by Dr.  Rishi Sawhney with Bayhealth Medical Center.  Dr.  Sawhney provided information stating this was growing issue regarding reimbursement within the Bayhealth Medical Center as they are trying to mitigate patient risk and introduce modifications to their systematic drug regimens that are now being recommended and endorsed by all the professional’s societies.  The minor tweaks that are recommended are data driven and evidence based, such as changing a drug from every two weeks to every four weeks with an adjustment to the dose, but it does not have FDA approvals and are being recommended by all professional societies which is causing them to not be covered by insurance companies.  Dr. Sawhney continued that they are looking at Delaware being such a small state with hospitals systems that work together, might there be some opportunity from a more government level for some sort of legislation or an opportunity to address this issue towards drug therapy.  Representative Ruth Briggs-King provided information on the Cure Act which is an interstate compact that provides additional funds to those pharmaceutical companies that bring a drug to market that is bond that have a strong impact, in which six states has signed on to this Act. Lt. Governor Hall-Long asked that additional information be sent by Dr. Sawhney to her and Representative Briggs-Kings offices to further review and discuss. 

Public Comment
No items were discussed.

Adjournment
Chair Connolly thanked everyone for being available for the call and the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 am.

Attachments



Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.healthydelaware.org) or by contacting Jessica Miles (Jessica.Miles@delaware.gov or 302-744-1065).

Future Meeting (s)





	Next Meeting:

Monday, July 13, 2020 
Conference Call 
	Remaining 2020 meetings: 

Monday, October 12, 2020
Corporate Training Center at Delaware Technical Community College
400 Campus Drive, Dover, DE 19904
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Cancer Council Recommendations/Tobacco  FY 2020
approved 7/9/2019 per 


budget bill  
 FY 2021 draft


per GRB  
RECOMMENDATION DESCRIPTION


INCREASE SCREENING FOR AND EARLY DETECTION OF CANCER 
(i.e. Colorectal, Prostate, Cervical, Lung and Breast)
Cancer screening Nurse Navigation & early detection advocacy


Cancer screening reimbursement for the under/uninsured 1,426.10                         1,511.00                         
Provision of HPV vaccine 265.10                            265.10                            
Mammography van operation


Identifying and eliminating barriers to obtaining cancer screening beyond payment 145.00                            145.00                            
SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 1,836.20                        1,921.10                        


REDUCE TOBACCO USE AND EXPOSURE AND OTHER RISK FACTORS FOR 
CANCER


Initiate and support policies to reduce tobacco use and exposure to second hand smoke


Prevent youth initiation to tobacco and nicotine products and use


Increase the number of Delawareans who stop using tobacco and nicotine products 1,141.00                         1,141.00                         
Decrease the social acceptability of tobacco use 1,018.75                         1,018.75                         
Encourage healthy lifestyles and reduce risk behaviors


Implement a statewide plan to address physical activity, nutrition and obesity prevention 338.42                            588.42                            


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 2,498.17                        2,748.17                        


REDUCE THE THREAT OF CANCER FROM THE ENVIRONMENT


Reduce exposure in water - promote safe disposal of pharmaceuticals


Reduce workplace carcinogenic risk and exposure - Office of Occupational Health


Reduce exposure in the indoor environment - Healthy Homes and dry cleaner incentives 100.00                            100.00                            


Clean Indoor Air Act enforcement


Multi-media exposure study


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 100.00                           100.00                           


PROVIDE THE HIGHEST QUALITY OF CARE FOR EVERY DELAWAREAN 
DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER
Assure high quality cancer care and transition of care among healthcare providers


Support continued education of healthcare professionals in survivorship, end of life, and 
palliative care


Cancer care coordination


Ensure availability of accurate and complete data in the cancer registry 102.43                            109.12                            


Review data, create reports needed to demonstrate evidence of program progress and 
provide evaluation support to improve programs. 


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 102.43                           109.12                           


PAY FOR CANCER TREATMENT FOR THE UNINSURED


Cancer reimbursement for treatment of uninsured - 24 months 3,500.00                         3,500.00                         
SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 3,500.00                        3,500.00                        
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IMPROVE PUBLIC EDUCATION RELATED TO CANCER


Promote cancer education and risk reduction


Engage employers to promote existing cancer prevention, screening and treatment 
programs
Partner with employers and insurers to increase number of employees accessing 
screening and risk reduction programs


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY -                                 -                                 


ELIMINATE THE UNEQUAL CANCER BURDEN


Update Disparities report and develop and implement actions based on report outcomes 
(including: prostate cancer education; reduce colorectal cancer mortality


120.00                            120.00                            


Encourage healthy lifestyles and reduce risky behaviors 249.00                            422.51                            


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 369.00                           542.51                           


PROVIDE RELIABLE AND USEABLE CANCER DATA


Develop and implement a statewide all payer-claims database


Promote collection of race and ethnicity data


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY -                                 -                                 


IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS


Cancer program evaluation/databases


Infrastructure, DCC website and publication of Cancer Plan -                                  -                                  
Administrative coordination of the DCC


SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY -                                 -                                 


EPILOGUE REQUIREMENTS (CANCER)


Services for people with cancer - Cancer Care Connection 169.40                            169.40                            
Services for people with cancer - Cancer Support Community 120.50                            120.50                            
Services for people with cancer - Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition 100.00                            100.00                            
Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment (DMMA) 99.50                              99.50                              
OTHER


Services for people with cancer - Delaware Helpline -                                  -                                  
SUBTOTAL BY CATEGORY 489.40                           489.40                           


TOTAL 8,895.20                         9,410.30                         
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