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	MEETING MINUTES

Tobacco Committee

	February 17, 2004

11:00 am – 12:30 pm

American Heart Association Center

Wilmington, DE



	Attendees

	
	
	

	Patricia Hoge, RN, PhD
	
	American Cancer Society

	Deborah Brown
	
	American Lung Association of DE

	Jeanne Chiquione
	
	American Cancer Society

	Ferdinando Gatto
	
	Division of Public Health

	Cathy Scott Holloway
	
	American Cancer Society

	Steven S. Martin
	
	University of DE, Dept. of Sociology & Criminal Justice, Center for Drug & Alcohol Studies

	John Ray
	
	Delaware Department of Education

	Robert Simmons. Dr. PH, MPH, CHES
	
	Christiana Care Health Services, Government & Community Relations

	A. Judson Wells, PhD                            
	
	

	Betsy Wheeler
	
	Management Concepts, Inc

	



John Ray motioned to accept the minutes; Deborah Brown seconded the motion.  Judson Wells provided a minor correction on page 3.  The deadline for comment on the report referenced on that page is March 5, 2004.  Minutes were reviewed and approved with the minor change. 


Regulations Regarding Tobacco and Public Schools

Mr. Ray provided an update on tobacco education and control activities in public schools.  Mr. Ray provided and discussed two handouts.

The Department of Education (DOE) works closely with cessation programs and makes provisions for a variety of student referrals to those programs as needed (at all secondary schools).  The tobacco policy extends to all school buildings, property, and leased vehicles.  The committee discussed how this includes school buses, school bus drivers before, during or after transport (in essence vehicles are non-smoking vehicles).  Further, this regulation applies to individuals and/or volunteers supervising students on and off school grounds.  Each school district must create policy that complies with this regulation.  The DOE will be providing technical assistance to all schools (public and charter) in the development, implementation and enforcement of this tobacco usage regulation.  Health Fund dollars are being used for this activity.  Committee members questioned Mr. Ray on who enforces compliance with this regulation.  Individual schools will define methods of enforcement and any punitive methods to be used on infraction.  Ms. Hoge acknowledged Mr. Ray’s previous work in this regard in West Virginia and questioned how this Tobacco Committee might be involved in monitoring school districts, activities and performance.

A suggestion was offered of creating a Policy report card of district compliance and strategies utilized for DCC committee review (and possible annual publication issued to the DCC – which in turn would go to the Governor).  Mr. Ray offered an example of working with the athletic community to generate stop smoking pledges, offer giveaways, and generally promote a tobacco-free state.  The Committee returned to a discussion of report cards and the potential for negative implications.  Parochial and independent schools are not funded to complete these activities but are included in DOE communication. 


Committee concluded that Mr. Ray take the idea of monitoring policy implementation at the district level back to the Department of Education for further consideration, and determine how this Committee might further this activity even if it were not explicitly a Department of Education activity.

Youth Risk Behavior Survey Results

Mr. Ray provided an update of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey results over the last several years.  (see attached)

Mr. Ray provided an update on the Coordinated School Health Program and the manner in which tobacco control and prevention is incorporated in those programs.  This is an optional activity for school districts and begins with participation as a district team of 5 in a School Health Leadership Institute.  Twenty-seven districts participated in this state-funded activity (see attached).  Federal support from the CDC (via a grant) appears to be forthcoming by way of an approved, but unfunded, grant application.  Each participating district receives a $5,000 mini grant for implementing action plans.  Each school that participates is required to include tobacco-related action plans.

Ms. Hoge encouraged Mr. Ray (DOE) and Fred Gatto (DPH) to continue to identify ways to leverage the resources of this Committee to maximize their state agency activities.  Towards that end, Ms. Hoge asked the Committee’s staff resources to complete an offline review of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey results for key positive trends on tobacco control.  Deborah Brown urged that this work include a review of a national report entitled, “School Profiles” and its positive depiction of Delaware on many fronts.  Robert Simmons questioned if in actuality the 1999 data serves as baseline data prior to DHFAC’s monetary investment in these activities.  The Committee concurred that this overall trend analysis could help highlight successes and substantiate baseline funding for tobacco prevention and control activities.  Mr. Gatto suggested a potential focus on attitudes and beliefs (and not just prevalence).

Senate Bill 197

Senate Bill 197 (see attached) prohibits the Department of Safety and Homeland Security from penalizing establishments who have been fined by DPH for violating the Clean Indoor Air Act.  The Committee discussed what constitutes a violation.  Many violators are frequent offenders and the majority are bar and taproom establishments.  This Senate Bill is scheduled as a first agenda item upon legislature’s return.  Committee members indicated their awareness of a number of communication strategies currently underway with members of the Senate.  The Committee discussed the potential for amending the bill to address two different codes (alcohol licensing and restaurant licenses) or convincing the bill sponsor to introduce a new bill making infraction of the Clean Indoor Air Act a health violation equally problematic for any kind of business, restaurant, bar or organization.


The 2004 Impact Goals
The 2004 Impact Goals were reviewed by the Committee.  The Impact Coalition has not only revised goals but also their method for completing work (through the use of committees).

Year 2 DCC Budget

A draft budget that was presented to the DCC earlier this same date was presented to the group.  The group had limited time for discussion, but this information will be helpful at this next meeting for reviewing progress and planning of year 2 activities.



A draft mid year progress report was prepared for the chairperson’s review and will serve as a basis for May discussion.


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium – Tobacco Committee meeting will be held on Monday, May 17th, 2004, preferably in the a.m. slot.  There will not be a March meeting. [image: image1.png]
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New Business





Review of Committee’s Progress and Objectives





Next Meeting





Old Business





Review/Approval of Minutes








