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Attendees



	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Andria Bennett – DE House of Representatives

	Did Not Attend
	Ruth Briggs-King – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	William Bowser, Esq, - Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Attended
	Albert Shields, designee for John C. Carney, Jr. – U.S. Congress

	Did Not Attend
	Matt Denn – Lt. Governor

	Attended
	Christopher Frantz, MD – AI DuPont Hospital for Children

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did Not Attend
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Rita Landgraf, Department of Health and Social Services

	Attended 
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD –Christiana Care -  Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	David Small – DE Department of Natural Resources  & Environmental Control

	Did Not Attend
	Liane Sorenson – Delaware Senate retired

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Karyl Rattay – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Lisa Henry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jill Fredel – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health


	Attended
	Heather Brown - Delaware Division of Public Health




	
	

	Public/Guests
	

	
	



Chair, Mr. Bill Bowser called the meeting to order at 8:40 am.  Dr. Patricia Hoge motioned to approve the July 21, 2014 minutes and Dr. Steve Grubbs seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the minutes were approved as written.


Old & New Business


Health Equity and Inclusion Committee Update
Secretary Rita Landgraf, committee chair, provided an update on the activities of the Health Equity and Inclusion Committee.  Her presentation began with an explanation of a name change from Disparities Committee.  Reasoning for the change was the importance of language in the description.  The committee has been working on getting themselves educated as per their Goal #1 of increasing and analyzing the data available on vulnerable (underserved) populations.  Focus in 2013 and 2014 has been to have presentations at the meetings that included individuals from groups representing people with disabilities, Hispanic population, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning (LGBTQ) populations and other areas where there is disparity in health equity.  The committee is looking at systemic change and the outreach available to the underserved populations.  Goal 2 is to endorse and actively promote cultural competency
and health literacy in delivery of healthcare.  It is actually broader than cancer and the group is looking at the health spectrum with emphasis on cancer.  Promoting healthy lifestyle is part of the broader picture and includes community health workers that can act as ambassadors in the community.  Goals 3 and 4 related to compiling and analyzing existing data on health disparities need benchmarks in order to determine if things are getting better.  The Disparities in Cancer Incidence and Mortality report is currently in the process of being updated and is expected to be complete by the end of 2016.  Secretary Landgraf offered that the committee is always available to work with other committees regarding health equity in cancer.  She concluded the presentation by describing the future activities to include:  continuing to work on systems change related to better and standardized data collection; continuing to work on standardizing training for community health workers; continuing to work on cultural competency and health literacy training for healthcare professionals.   

This brought up discussion of the All Payers Claim Database (APCD) and why it has not yet been implemented.  Dr. James Spellman offered that there was not enough data to make important decisions and Mr. Bowser added that something was needed to bring it forward.  It seems to be more doable now.  

The question was raised to see if the Health Equity & Inclusion committee could look at the co-relation between mental health and smoking and to develop some action plans moving forward.  Secretary Landgraf emphasized that we have come a long way in looking at tobacco usage with the Delaware Psychiatric Center and the Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA).  Mr. Bowser reminded the group to be mindful that many times the success of the Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) creates disparities.

Environment Committee Update
Chair, Ms. Meg Maley emphasized that the group is always focused on alerting people to carcinogens.  In March the committee hosted the Healthy Homes Summit in which children were the focus and the risks of the indoor environment.  Experts from Johns Hopkins, EPA, HUD, and Harvard presented at the invitation only Summit.  The event was very successful and there are plans to continue it on an annual basis.  After the Summit, there was a 209% increase from the previous month in web hits to the Healthy Homes website.  Funding from the Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) supports the website and the Chair thanked the Advisory Council members for that support.  Healthy Home flyers were included in take home materials for students in Kent County and will also be included for New Castle and Sussex county students in the future.  Healthy Home packets will be distributed to the Advisory Council members at the next meeting in November. 

Ms. Maley continued saying the committee also looks into exposure in the workplace with focus on metal cleaning solvents, metal particles in construction sites and lead.  The committee continues to try to educate employers and employees on the dangers.  

Another event that is supported by the Environment Committee is the National Drug Take Back day.  During the spring event over 6,476 pounds of drugs were returned.  Over the years there has been over 40,000 pounds received to be destroyed instead of being dumped into the water system.  The Committee is also working on incorporating food information and its links to cancer into marketing messages.  Ms. Maley advised that groups focus is being shifted towards efforts to drive people to behavior change and their exposure to different types of literature.  A study was conducted to determine the best way to use funding.  

Mr. Bowser informed the group that he recently learned of third hand smoke and how it is linked to cancer incidences.  Discussion followed on the need for sufficient signage to educate and remind people on Delaware beaches, state parks and state property not to smoke.  The group would like to see e-cigarettes included in the Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA).

In conclusion, Meg Maley stated the biggest challenge for the Environment Committee is to attract new members.  The group would like to add individuals willing to commit time and effort to the Delaware Cancer Consortium.

Legislative Report
Mr. Bowser advised that he has formed a legislative ad hoc committee and that Senator Bethany Hall-Long is also a committed member.  The ad hoc committee would like to pick several items with plans to move through the legislative session in January.  Some issues they would like to address include e-cigarettes in the Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA) and also their use outside, tax impact, adding buffer zone language to the CIAA, All Payer Claims Database (APCD).  If all members are in agreement, then information and data with regards to the specific bills will be gathered and organized in order to develop a comprehensive approach.  

There were some questions on the APCD and what happened to it.  Dr. Spellman stated that it got lost in the State Innovation Grant because it became more complicated and was not a standalone item or priority.  Ms. Maley inquired if it has been looked at as a capitalistic venture and Dr. Spellman explained yes it had because there were start up fees.  Dr. Petrelli commented that he thinks if the funding comes back that it would be a good time to re-visit the APCD.  

Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) Survey Results
Ms. Heather Brown stated that 60 DCC members were sent surveys and 48 responded.  The survey found that 80% of goals are being supported outside of the DCC, all with positive results.  Areas that are continuing to be worked on include nurse navigators, Environment Committee membership and the All Payer Claims Database (APCD).  Comments received indicated that it was a pleasure to work with a group that had clear, measurable goals.

Sharing Time/Public Comment
Ms. Maley suggested the book “The Emperor of All Maladies:  A Biography of Cancer”.  She said it is a well written history of cancer as an illness and industry and she highly recommends to all members.  

It was mentioned that the Governor’s Council on Health Promotion & Disease Prevention is now focused on four areas:  Walkable & Bicycle Friendly Communities, Beverage Choice, Youth Tobacco Prevention and Resource Development.  Dr. Petrelli stated the need to decrease the violence in Wilmington and that it should be the number one priority.  Secretary Landgraf added that the violence is a multi-faceted problem.  

Dr. Grubbs asked what is happening with the medical marijuana issue and health issues.

Dr. Rattay informed the group that Delaware continues to go up in obesity rates and DPH is looking at multiple diseases related to unhealthy lifestyles.  She added that disparities are a key issue.  Mr. Bowser stated that public transportation hubs are underutilized in ways of getting messages across.  There are opportunities to make real changes. An example would better marketing of fruits and vegetables in the produce aisle.  Ms. Maley asked if people actually co-relate obesity and cancer and if the DCC could do something targeting obesity causing cancer?

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am. 

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).
Future Meeting (s)




Next Meeting:  November 17, 2014 at DTCC, Terry Campus, Dover, DE 8:30 am -10:00 am.
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