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Attendees

	Attendees


Did Not Attend
	

	Did Not Attend
	Mark Baumel, Colon Health Center of America

	Did Not Attend
	Heather Bittner-Fagan, MD, Christiana Care Health System

	Attended
	Victoria Cooke, Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition

	Attended
	Dr. Stephen Grubbs, MD, Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Attended
	Jo Ellen Workman, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	Nora Katurakes, Christiana Care Health System

	Attended
	Melinda Huffman, Nanticoke

	Attended

	Carolee Polek, DE Diamond Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society

	Did Not Attend
	Albert Rizzo, American Lung Association

	Did Not Attend

	Robert Sikes, Ph.D., Univ. of DE, Center of Translational Cancer Research

	Did Not Attend
	Dr. Estelle Whitney, OB/GYN Faculty Practice, Christiana Care Health System

	Attended
	Theresa Young, American Cancer Society

	
	

	Other
	

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff
	

	Attended
	Sue Mitchell, DE Division of Public Health, 

	Attended
	Teresa Gallagher, DE Division of Public Health


I.  Call to Order:  Review/Approve Minutes


The Early Detection & Prevention Committee meeting was called to order by Dr. Stephen Grubbs at 10:00 a.m. The committee went around the table and introduced themselves. The minutes from the March 23, 2015 committee meeting were approved with a name change to an announcement made by Ms. Jo Wardell, not Ms. Jo Ellen Workman.
II. Lung Cancer Screening Program Updates


Ms. Nora Katurakes gave an update on lung screening calls that have been referred to Christiana Care.  Ms. Katurakes mentioned the landing page, www.healthydelaware.org/lung, which went live in May, has been working very well and has been very helpful for Christiana Care’s Nurse Navigator, Ms. Sandra Miller. Ms. Miller has been able to refer to the landing page to help answer questions for physicians. To date, Christiana has had about 10-15 referrals for lung cancer screenings and most of the callers had private insurance with the exception of 1 who could be potentially Screening for Life eligible. Ms. Katurakes mentioned the campaign is drawing people in regardless of payer source. Ms. Katurakes mentioned that every Monday she has asked the Screening for Life program to run a report on smokers enrolled in Screening for Life that are age eligible for lung cancer screenings. There has been 1 referral from this report so far. Ms. Katurakes also has asked Christiana Care to run a report on Screening for Life payers listed in Christiana Care’s billing database to try and get referrals that way as well; however, Ms. Katurakes is still waiting for that report.

Ms. Nora Katurakes informed the committee that Christiana Care is promoting lung screenings at their community outreach events and really trying to get the word out. Ms. Jo Ellen Workman informed the committee that Bayhealth is also promoting lung screenings and has been using the materials from the landing page to handout during their community outreach events as well.

Ms. Nora Katurakes gave the committee an update on the I-ELCAP Registry which is now called the National Lung Screening Excellence Program (NLSEP). Ms. Katurakes has been working with Mr. Artit Jirapatnakul who is the information technology contact from the NLSEP Registry working with Christiana on getting the NLSEP system in place. The NLSEP system is still not finalized and is still in test mode. Ms. Katurakes mentioned the lung radiation templates have been added and the American College of Radiology (ACR) has approved all templates. Ms. Katurakes will follow up with Mr. Jirapatnakul to check the status of the applications.

Ms. Nora Katurakes stated she has been speaking with Ms. Jo Wardell from Delaware Quitline and trying to have Alere coordinate questions for smoking coaches to initiate conversation about lung screenings. Ms. Katurakes questioned if the Quitline could have questions added to the intake form regarding Lung Cancer screening. Ms. Teresa Gallagher informed Ms. Katurakes that adding questions to the intake form would have to be something contractually added. Ms. Gallagher suggested instead of coordinating with Alere, try coordinating with the state Tobacco Prevention and Control program who already trains smoking cessation coaches. Ms. Gallagher will speak with Ms. Lisa Moore, the Tobacco Program Director, to see if questions and conversations can be added to the trainings for smoking cessation coaches to inform them about lung cancer screenings. 
III. Division of Public Health Updates


Ms. Teresa Gallagher presented the current Screening for Life (SFL) Colorectal Surveillance Guidelines to the committee as well as the current recommended Colorectal Surveillance Guidelines per the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). Ms. Gallagher explained that the SFL program was out of compliance due to the current SFL guidelines recommending a colorectal screening every 3-5 years; however, the CDC recommends a Colorectal Screening every 3 years. The SFL program had a few screenings that were completed after the 3 year mark and was deemed out of compliance. Ms. Gallagher asked the committee on behalf of the SFL program if the recommendations for colorectal screenings could be changed to 3 years instead of 3-5 to make the program compliant. Dr. Stephen Grubbs motioned the request, which was second and approved by the committee.

Ms. Teresa Gallagher announced there is a update for Breast Screening Recommendations. The changes included screenings for women ages 40-49. The Screening for Life (SFL) program will still cover for those 40-50, and 50 and older are covered with federal funds. Dr. Stephen Grubbs felt no changes needed to be made to the current recommendations for the SFL program and did not motion for change. 

Ms. Nora Katurakes asked if a status report could be completed to see how many people are being served through Screening for Life (SFL) for Colorectal. Ms. Teresa Gallagher stated she did not have a report at the moment but this is a query she could obtain.

Ms. Theresa Young announced the American Cancer Society recently awarded Westside Family Health with a Colorectal Grant that is Fecal Immunochemical Test (FIT) based. The American Cancer Society is also looking at grants that are Community Health Outreach Program (CHOP) based. The granter is looking to have CHOP programs in every state which could make Delaware eligible for this grant. Ms. Young will get the written grant and approval and forward to the committee. Ms. Teresa Gallagher announced that if the Screening for Life (SFL) program is awarded the Colorectal Grant that she applied for then the colorectal portion of the program will be a population based outreach program to educate Delawareans the importance of getting screened. The grant is targeting states that have not met the screening measures and Delaware is above the screening measure, but below for Federally Qualified Health Center’s (FQHC). Actual Screening funds will only be awarded to 5 states. If Delaware is not awarded with the grant, state colorectal funds will need to cover colorectal screenings and there is still currently enough funds to cover the screenings.

Dr. Stephen Grubbs gave an update on what the Delaware Cancer Consortium budget is looking like at this time. Based on the Governors Recommended Budget, the DCC is taking the largest cut of any other program. The Early Detection & Prevention Committee will not be affected and will continue to carry out goals as planned. However, they may be some restructuring and combining of other committees. 

Dr. Stephen Grubbs informed the committee that legislation recently passed an bill that adds e-cigarettes to the Clean Indoor Air Act.  Ms. Theresa Young asked if there is nicotine in all e-cigarettes and the committee responded with yes. Ms. Young mentioned she is seeing a lot of people who never smoked cigarettes pick up smoking e-cigarettes and would like to look into providing more education on e-cigarettes.

Ms. Nora Katurakes asked Ms. Teresa Gallagher what the Screening for Life (SFL) and Community Healthcare Access Program (CHAP) looks like as far as numbers now with the Affordable Healthcare Act (ACA) in place. Ms. Gallagher responded that she has seen a large reduction of clients that are being served. Currently, CHAP is serving more of the undocumented community and the SFL program is serving all individuals who are uninsured or underinsured. The current grant is still in place for the next two years and as long as individuals are uninsured or underinsured than clients can still be served even with ACA in place. This could change in two years when the grant expires. Ms. Gallagher stated she will run a query and share with the committee at the next meeting.

Dr. Stephen Grubbs announced he is leaving practice at the end of July and has accepted a new position in Washington D.C. but he will still be chair of the Early Detection & Prevention committee.

There was an announcement made about an Ovarian Cancer Screening Test that was a simple blood test that was being promoted on WBOC. Dr. Stephen Grubbs and Dr. Nicholas Petrelli were not aware of this test and would like to look more into it.

Dr. Stephen Grubbs adjourned the Early Detection & Prevention Committee meeting at 11:15 AM.
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