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Welcome/Review/Approval of minutes



Review/Approval of Minutes
Chair, Dr. Stephen Grubbs, began the meeting at 10:10 am.  The minutes from the January 9, 2018 meeting were approved as written.

Colorectal Cancer Roundtable
Ms. Kathleen Connors-Juras from the American Cancer Society addressed the committee regarding the feasibility of a colorectal cancer roundtable.  She asked the group if there is a need for a separate roundtable/workgroup.  Dr. Grubbs responded he thinks that this committee is ahead of the other states that are conducting colorectal roundtables, but that the committee must continue to look at the data to identify where the pockets of low screening rates are located.  Ms. Katie Hughes responded that recent data looks at colorectal screening rates through occupations and one pocket that was identified with low screening rates was the education field.  Dr. Heather Bittner-Fagan commented that she heard providers say that they do not offer a fecal immunochemical test (FIT) to patients who are fearful of getting a colonoscopy, because they fear that their patients won’t get a diagnostic colonoscopy even if they have a positive fecal screening.  There needs to be a way to get them to take the next step.  

Dr. Grubbs suggested the committee take the following action steps to include:  1) look at the latest colorectal cancer screening data; 2) identify areas where additional work is needed; 3) ask the advisory council for funds to support activities.  Ms. Connors-Juras advised she will look at data and come up with suggestions and leverage on the best uses for the resources we currently have.  Ms. Hughes added that Dr. Zeinab Baba the epidemiologist for the Comprehensive Cancer Control Program Division of Public Health (DPH) will provide updated cancer screening rates for the committee to review in July.

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Immunization Update
Dr. Grubbs provided an update of the HPV immunization discussion that took place during the Advisory Council (AC) meeting earlier in the morning.  Currently, Delaware is doing better than most states with regards to males and females receiving at least two doses of the vaccine.  However, the Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) would like to see the total number of both boys and girls receiving vaccines go up.  The AC discussed a multi-pronged plan to educate providers, educate the public, discuss if it should become mandatory to enter school, where to obtain money for the educational programs, and possible physician scorecard points to be used for reimbursement.   

Also suggested in the AC meeting is to change the narrative of education from preventing sexually transmitted diseases (STD) to preventing cancer.  Delaware does allow for opting out of certain vaccines for religious reasons, but the figures are very low.  Ms. Tiffany Edwards of the Sussex County Health Coalition added that parent education and provider education are the way to get rates of those receiving vaccines up, and that it must also be referred to as “cancer prevention”.  Another comment was the need to educate walk in clinics such as Med Express.  The American Cancer Society shared a handout titled “Mission:  HPV CANCER FREE” with the below five HPV vaccination strategies:

1. Strengthen Provider Recommendations
2. Activate Partners and Stakeholders
3. Know Your Data and Track Progress
4. Implement Evidence-Based Interventions and Systems Changes
5. Increase Parental Knowledge
Further discussion determined that Division of Public Health (DPH) would spearhead the next steps by making a dashboard to illustrate cancer rates with regards to HPV and the vaccination.  It has also been proven that when the vaccine is given at younger ages, it is more effective and therefore the results are better.  

Lung Cancer Screening Data
Ms. Nora Katurakes provided an update on lung cancer screening program that was started in 2015.  In 2017 there were a total of 2602 low dose computed tomography scan (LDCT) performed statewide.   It was originally estimated that 32,000 Delawareans are eligible for the screening at this time.  A total of 39 non-small cell cancers were identified.  The group requested data from 2015 and 2016 as well and would like all three years’ info presented at the July 2018 meeting.



Guidelines Update
Dr. Heather Bittner-Fagan, Medical Advisor to the Screening for Life program, was to provide the annual review of cancer screening guidelines but wanted to wait until all parties had published their guidelines so they could be used for comparisons.

Sharing Time
Dr. Michael Zaragoza informed the group that there will be a “Blue Out” day at the Wilmington Blue Rocks on Sunday, June 10, 2018 in support of prostate cancer screening.  Ticket cost is $10 and there will be information tables set up with brochures and giveaways.

The inaugural Lung Cancer Symposium will be held on Monday, April 16 at the John H. Ammon Medical Education Center Main Auditorium beginning at 8:30 am advised Dr. Bittner-Fagan.  There will be several key note speakers of professionals in the field.

Skin cancer screening is beginning and Christiana Care Health Services will host an event on May 9 & 10.   Screening and education will be offered.

Public Comment
No items were discussed.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am.

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.healthydelaware.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).
Future Meeting (s)




Next Meeting(s): 
The Outlook at the Duncan Center, 500 West Loockerman Street, Dover, DE  19901
Monday, July 9, 2018, 8:30 am – 10:00 am
Monday, October 8, 2018 8:30 am – 10:00 am
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