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	Attendance

	
	


	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Rachel Gardner, Nanticoke Health Systems

	Attended
	Robert Hall-McBride, Christiana Care Health Systems

	Attended
	Stephanie Guarino, Nemours

	Attended
	James M. Monihan, MD, Allied Diagnostic Pathology Consultants, PA 

	Did Not Attend
	Roxann Nichols, Beebe Hospital, Tunnell Cancer Center

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	John D. Shevock, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
Did Not Attend
	James Spellman, MD– Beebe Healthcare - Tunnell Cancer Center
Jessica Beckstrand, American Childhood Cancer Organization

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Wilhelmina Ross, Delaware Cancer Registry/Westat


	Attended

	Jason Lawson, Delaware Division of Public Health





	Attended

	Sumitha Nagarajan, Delaware Division of Public Health


Welcome


Attendance was recorded of committee members participating in the hybrid meeting. 

Old & New Business
Approval of Minutes
The DCRAC reviewed and approved the minutes from the July 2023 meeting as written.

DCR Information Technology Modernization Plan
Mr. Jason Lawson, IT Manager, gave updates on the Delaware Cancer Registry’s (DCR) Information Technology Modernization Plan. The Web Plus software is up to date with the latest version from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), which is the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) version 23. The CDC has not released NAACCR version 23 of EMaRC Plus yet, but they have released patches and other software updates for version 22; these are being tested now. The CDC hopes to release version 23 for EMaRC Plus within a few weeks. 

Meeting with Representative from the Office of Vital Statistics
Dr. Nicholas Petrelli, DCRAC Chairman, Dr. James Spellman, Beebe Healthcare, and Mr. John Shevock, Bayhealth, met with Mirabel Dizon from the Delaware Bureau of Health Statistics and Vital Statistics about concerns stated in the last meeting related to inaccuracies in death certificate information for cancer patients. For example, a patient with cancer may die from a cause such as pneumonia, but cancer may not be listed as the cause of death, so the process of certifying cancer-related deaths needs to be looked into to ensure accuracy. Ms. Dizon sent all three members a copy of the handbook on medical certification on death; she also acknowledged that this is an issue that is not addressed in the documentation, and it should be changed to reflect that. She has been trying to set up a meeting with a representative from the CDC to discuss this topic. 

Member Participation
Several individuals have requested to join DCRAC and have been approved but have not shown up to meetings. After the last DCRAC meeting, Ms. Wilhelmina Ross, Project Manager, sent emails to these members inquiring if they still wished to participate. Dr. Petrelli questioned if there had been any further updates regarding this topic, and Ms. Ross confirmed there had not been any, but she will follow up with Ms. Hayley Little, Westat, to confirm. At the next meeting, if there has been no communication from these individuals, then the committee will decide whether to replace these members. 

Registry Updates
Ms. Ross gave updates on registry operations for the DCR. The registry is deep into data collection and cleaning activities for the annual Call for Data submission. They have been reaching out to facilities to ensure they submit both their 12-month and 24-month data. In terms of completeness, the 12-month data is currently at 60%, and the 24-month data is at about 95%. Ms. Ross explained that next year, 12-month data will be required to be at least 90% before submission in November, so facilities are being asked to submit it now to ensure the registry can meet this goal. 

The registry is also performing various data linkages, de-duplication, and follow back activities for Death Clearance. They plan to freeze the database in the first week of November. For last year’s data submission, the registry received Gold Certification. Details regarding these results will be shared at the January 2024 meeting. Mr. Robert Hall-McBride, Christiana Care Health Systems, asked whether the expected completeness numbers were based on data from previous years. Ms. Ross answered that it is estimated based off the amount of data the registry received in previous years, and that they strive to be as close to 100% as possible. 

Ms. Ross also asked the committee to verify that St. Francis no longer has a cancer program because the registry would like to assess how this will impact state cancer reporting. Dr. Petrelli confirmed there is no active cancer program at St. Francis currently due to lack of resources and staffing, and it has not been active for a year and a half. Mr. Hall-McBride added that St. Francis does still have a cancer registry, so cases diagnosed at that location should still come to the DCR. Ms. Ross and registry staff will investigate any subsequent increased caseload at any facilities and will report this at January’s meeting if there is any compelling data.   


DCR Data Usage/Streamlining DCR Data
Ms. Ross shared an infographic regarding the DCR’s data usage. The number of internal data requests seems to be trending down over time. Half of the data requests from last year were from entities outside the Delaware Department of Public Health (DPH), and half were from DPH. Most of the requests are for aggregate level data and for “All-Site” data. Dr. Rishi Sawhney, Bayhealth, asked if there is a tutorial or resource to teach resident physicians how to request DCR data. Ms. Ross answered that there is not a quick resource, but that is why she has brought this topic to the attention of the committee; information about this process is published on the DPH website, though she is not sure the website receives much traffic. She will look into developing a tutorial. Dr. Stephanie Guarino, Nemours, offered to provide input on the project. This tutorial will be presented to the committee at the next meeting.

My Healthy Community and NCI/NAACCR Cancer Zone Project Web Tool
Ms. Sumitha Nagarajan, Chronic Disease Epidemiologist, discussed that there is a goal to make DCR data more accessible to the public; one way to achieve this is to put the data on Delaware’s My Healthy Community, a DPH statewide platform. As of now, the most recent data (2016-2020) is being added onto the site. 

Westat is helping to create a web-based tool that will display cancer data by zones (utilizing the NCI/NAACCR Cancer Zones). The end goal is that users will be able to use the tool and discover and display different cancer rates around the state. Ms. Nagarajan will give another update on this tool at the next meeting.   

2023 Success Story/NAACCR Presentation
Ms. Nagarajan then shared a PowerPoint summarizing a presentation given by her and Ms. Dawn Hollinger, DPH Cancer Prevention and Control Bureau Chief, at the 2023 NAACCR Conference. DCR has been utilizing cancer data to target certain geographic areas that are most in need of cancer screening resources. This project will also be the subject of DCR’s 2023 National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR) Registry Success Story that will be submitted at the end of this month.

Combined meeting with registrars
Dr. Petrelli confirmed that combined meetings should continue to be a regular occurrence between the committee and the Delaware Cancer Registrar’s Association (DCRA). 

Brainstorming Ideas for Future Meetings
Brainstorming ideas for future DCRAC meetings will be a recurring agenda item from now on.  

Next Steps:
· Meet with CDC and Maribel Dizon regarding the cancer death certification concerns. 
· Share 2016-2020 Incidence and Mortality data and NAACCR presentation slides with committee members. 
· At next meeting, determine status of inactive committee members. 
· Share last year’s data submission results and DER report with the committee at January’s meeting.
· Investigate if there is any increase in caseload due to St. Francis patients being referred elsewhere.  
· Create DCR data request tutorial and share at next meeting.
· Update on Westat’s Cancer Zone web tool at next meeting.

Future Meetings
	Next Meeting:
January 8, 2024

	Upcoming Meetings: 
April 2024
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