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Delaware Cancer Consortium
Advisory Council
March 24, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes-Approved
DTCC, Terry Campus
Dover, DE 



	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Ruth Briggs-King – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	William Bowser, Esq, - Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Did Not Attend
	John C. Carney, Jr. – U.S. Congress

	Did Not Attend
	Matt Denn – Lt. Governor

	Did Not Attend
	Christopher Frantz, MD – AI DuPont Hospital for Children

	Did Not Attend
	Deborah Heffernan – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Attended-via phone
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Rita Landgraf, Department of Health and Social Services

	Attended
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Did Not Attend
	Collin  O’Mara – Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD –Christiana Care -  Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	Liane Sorenson – Delaware Senate

	Did Not Attend
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Karyl Rattay – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Lisa Henry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rich Killingsworth – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health


	Attended
	Heather Harding - Delaware Division of Public Health




	Attended
	Judy Walrath – Delaware Division of Public Health


	
	

	Public/Guests
Attended
	Albert Shields, Congressman Carney’s Office

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Review of Previous Meeting Minutes

	

	
	

	
	


Chair Bill Bowser called meeting to order at 8:35 am.  Dr. Hoge motioned to accept the December 16, 2013 minutes as written and Dr. Petrelli seconded the motion.  All in attendance voted to approve minutes.
Old & New Business


FY 15 Budget
Lisa Henry reported that there was not much change in the budget.  Money was moved from the Cancer Treatment Program to the screening line of the budget as well as the tobacco and other risk factors line due to the impacts of the ACA and other changes.  Specifically, the DCC put $500,000 into the Tobacco line and into the screening line for lung screening.  Bill Bowser commented that it was a win for the DCC.  Ms. Henry continued saying that approximately $900,000 was to go for screening, data and social marketing while $500,000 is for new initiatives around tobacco.  Dr. Hoge emphasized two items with regards to tobacco – 1) money should be used anyplace that screening is being conducted and 2) all tobacco cessation programs need to know about the screenings that are taking place.  The amount of $10,000 was also added back to Communication and Public Education line for the Education Alliance.  

Delaware Cancer Treatment Program (DCTP) Regulation Changes
Lisa Henry informed the group that regulations are proposed and will be available for comment through the end of April.  It is expected that the changes will be in place by July 1.  The program will remain for those uninsured.  If someone is exempt from obtaining insurance, then the program must be provided with a letter stating the exemption.  Some reasons for exemptions are:  non US citizen; after all subsidies are used if the premium is 8% over annual income; those incarcerated; financial hardship (there is a process to find how long exemption is for and where it comes from); Native American tribe members.  Bill Bowser added that this has been a moving target and the biggest problem now is the $5,000 deductible many individuals will be required to come up with in the event they need medical care.  

Lisa Henry advised that there is a separate program for financial hardship waivers and that everyone is looking to the Federal Government for guidelines.  As Bill Bowser stated previously, approximately $5000 is not covered by other programs and it is possible that people will need help with deductibles and co-pays.  Patricia Hoge asked if the program would be ready by July 1.  Lisa Henry’s response was yes and that letters and phone calls had been made.   Dr. Hoge also wanted to know if the coordinators understand enough to help and if we are communicating with the oncology care as well as the primary care physicians.  Ms. Henry responded that a lot of talking to care coordinators is scheduled for the next three months as well as a lot of information being sent out through the screening program and the medical society.  Dr. Hoge stated that this is an opportunity to show the people of Delaware the “correct” information.

Members requested a “flow sheet” of how the programs work.

DE Cancer Incidence and Mortality 2006-2010 highlights
The Cancer Incidence and Mortality report for 2006-2010 was recently published.  Bill Bowser informed the group that we are in the right spot with regards to lung cancer screening being the next project of the Consortium.  It was suggested to make the HPV vaccine mandatory to aid in the prevention of cervical and uterine cancer.  Bethany Hall-Long added that possibly the Communication & Public Education Committee could help with the HPV vaccine and that there could possibly be a legislative angle.  Dr. Rattay advised that there could be resistance with the education system for anything that is mandatory.  Health appraisals were suggested for students prior to entering high school.  At a health appraisal meeting, individuals could be provided with a list of vaccines as well as conversations held on the benefits of healthy eating and physical activity.  Dr. Rattay stated that it would be difficult to mandate a vaccine without the support of the education system.

Retreat Update
The annual DCC Retreat will be held on Monday, April 15 at Dover Downs.   Lung cancer is the focus.  Heather Harding has been working with the Medical Society to get continuing education credits for attendees.  Two of the guest speakers will be available for dinner the night before the Retreat at 6 pm at Dover Downs if any of the AC members are interested.  

Senate Bill 94 – Tanning Beds
Patricia Hoge made a request from the Tobacco & Other Risk Factors Committee for a letter of support of Senate Bill 94.  The bill would be to eliminate the opportunity for minors to get into tanning beds.  Studies show that the risk of using tanning beds before age 35 increased melanoma over 60%.  The Tobacco & Other Risk Factors Committee is actively supporting this legislation and asking for a letter of support from the AC.  Dr. Petrelli responded yes and a motion was made and approved by all present.  

Sharing Time
DCC Chair, Bill Bowser stated he would like to start working through the sub-committees for the chairs to begin speaking at each Advisory Council meeting.  

Bill Bowser announced that he received notification from the Speaker of the House that Representative Debra Heffernan would be replaced by Representative Andria Bennett on the Delaware Cancer Consortium.

Dr. Grubbs advised the AC that Dr. Petrelli was able to get the Delaware Medical Journal to reprint the JCO article.  He added that the American Cancer Society mentioned in their publication how Delaware tackled colon cancer.

Dr. Grubbs also announced that a Nationwide Public Service Award is being presented to Congressman John Carney.

It was announced that Dr. Grubbs’ practice is the first of 10 practices for CancerLinq.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 am.

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).

Future Meeting(s)


Next Meeting:  May 22, 2014 at DTCC, Terry Campus, Dover, DE  8:30 am -10:00 am.
image1.png
DELAWARE
CANCER

CONSORTIUM




image2.png
DELAWARE
CANCER

CONSORTIUM




