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Welcome


Attendance was recorded of committee members participating in the virtual meeting.

Old & New Business

Approval of Minutes
The DCRAC reviewed and approved the minutes from the October 25, 2021, meeting as written.

Registry Operations and Updates
Ms. Wilhelmina Ross, Registry Manager, provided updates from the Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR).  Hospice and nursing homes are reluctant to share cancer records.  The registry will assess if the effort to obtain their records is warranted given the limited information available in the contents.  For now, the registry will proceed as usual.

The registry completed the 2019 data submission to North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR).  The 2020 data was also submitted although the caseload was low.

Ms. Wilhelmina Ross is assisting Ms. Sumitha Nagarajan, Chronic Disease Epidemiologist for the CDC Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the registry 

My Healthy Community
Ms. Sumitha Nagarajan, Chronic Disease Epidemiologist, spoke about the My Healthy Community Project.  She began analyzing the DCR data that could be included on My Healthy Community and has provided data for 2012-2016 all-site cancer incidence and mortality.  

Delaware Cancer Registry Information Technology Modernization Plan
Mr. Jason Lawson, IT Manager, gave an update on the status of various applications.  E-MaRC plus still needs to be updated to version 21 with version 22 right behind it.  DPH will wait until the 22 version is ready to update EMaRC if it is ready soon.

National Cancer Institute/North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NCI/NAACCR) Zone Design Project
Ms. Sumitha Nagarajan, Chronic Disease Epidemiologist, gave an introduction to the project.  The secondary analysis report is a stratification analysis at the census tract level by race, age and cancer type.  The results were unreliable, and the data was not useable.  Division of Public Health (DPH) is working on the zone project to aggregate census tracts to make more granular zones than county but not as small as census tract.  Census tract levels are not very useful for cancer reporting.  Some issues are the heterogeneity, and the population can vary drastically from one census tract to another.  Diane Ng, Registry Analyst, discussed the project plan.  The project is to create zones with a minimum and target population of 50,000 to rescue suppression and still be geographically compact.  The zones should be homogenous by urban city, percentage below poverty and minority population.  After the methods are developed, individual states are selected to pilot.  Delaware has been selected as one of the pilot states.  The kick-off meeting is scheduled for February then Delaware will be able to help choose the zones once they are created.  A data visualization tool will be provided to Delaware once the zones are created. The project has worked with 14 central cancer registries.  Some states have already used the zones for cancer reporting.  Louisiana has used the standard template to present the data findings.  The project created a zone to census tract crosswalk with the filter goal to have the zone data available to researchers, communities and stakeholders. 

Execution Plan/Teal Book
The group discussed execution of the Five-Year Plan (Teal Book). On objective 2a, Rapid Quality Reporting System (RQRS) is down so they cannot access the system.  The new system will have more real time data.  On objective 3c, some new tasks were added based on the new guidance from the NOFO.

Linkages with Registries
DPH representatives and Ms. Diane Ng met with the Montana staff and the project is moving along.

Delaware Cancer Registrar’s Association 
Ms. Maricarmen Traverso, Educational Training Coordinator for DCR, spoke on behalf of Ms. Dawn Grosso, president of the Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA). As part of the National Cancer Registrars Association (NCRA) Conference, there is a basket raffle every year that collects money from raffle ticket purchases to be sent to participating states. The DCRA decided to participate this year. The total NCRA basket refund totaled $332. DCRA donated $100 each to three Delaware hospitals. The remaining $32 will be added to the basket for next year. 

In addition, there was a question about whether DCRA can still post on the My Healthy Delaware website and who the contact person is. DCRAC will approve content that is posted on the site. 

The DCRA dissolved their financial accounts in 2018; since that time, DCRAC has been supporting the DCRA annual meetings. There was no objection from members for continuation of support.

Changes to Delaware Cancer Reporting
Ms. Sumitha Nagarajan reprised this presentation for the DCRAC attendees.  She gave some background on the Cancer Incidence and Mortality report and showed a plan for annual reporting.  It will include chapter 3 of the current report on all cancer sites, complete census tract compendium and two tables for incidence and mortality.

Next Steps
· Establish Epidemiology Working Group
· Kick-off for the National Cancer Institute/North American Association Central Cancer Registries (NCI/NAACCR) Zone Project in February 2022
· Continue development of cancer data brief
· Continue revisions of the incidence and mortality tables
	
Future Meetings
	Next Meeting:
April 11, 2022 Virtual Retreat

	Upcoming Meetings:
July 11, 2022
October 10, 2022 
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