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May 17, 2004
Delaware Technical Community College
Dover, DE

	Members
	
	

	Attended
	Deborah Brown
	American Lung Association of DE

	Attended
	Jeanne Chiquoine
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Ferdinando “Fred” Gatto
	Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Cathy Scott Holloway
	American Cancer Society

	No
	Steven S. Martin
	Center for Drug & Alcohol Studies, University of DE

	No
	The Honorable David McBride
	Delaware Senate

	Attended
	John Ray
	DE Department of Education

	Attended
	Robert Simmons
	

	Attended
	A. Judson Wells
	


	Staff
	
	

	Attended
	Amy Renninger
	Division of Public Health



Mr. Robert Simmons motioned to accept the February 17, 2004 minutes; Ms. Cathy Scott Holloway seconded the motion and the minutes were approved without further discussion.

Legislation

Ms. Patricia Hoge asked for an update of SB 197. Ms. Cathy Scott Holloway reported that it has been defeated because there was no simple majority. SB 197 would have exempted establishments that violated the Clean Indoor Air Act from being fined by the Delaware Alcoholic Beverage Control and Tobacco Enforcement.

Ms. Deborah Brown reported that the Youth Access Bill introduced last July seems to have been buried, and shows no signs of being tabled anytime soon.


Foster Care Policy

Ms. Deborah Brown reported that the organization known as Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) is looking to file legal petitions in various states to make changes to foster care policy.  The policy is modeled after Maine’s policy to ban smoking in cars and homes of families that have foster children. Delaware (along with RI and VT) may be a targeted state for foster care smoking policy. Mr. Robert Simmons questioned if this was an aspect of the Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA) already in place. Committee members responded that the CIAA covered child care, but not necessarily foster care. Patricia Hoge recommended that the Committee come up with suggestions for any such policy. Ms. Hoge suggested looking into other policies regarding health and foster care, such as those dealing with asbestos. 
Ms. Jeanne Chiquoine inquired whether there was a question on the foster parent application about smoking status. The Committee was not sure. Ms. Patricia Hoge stated that the committee needed more information on what the expected impact of policies regarding smoking and foster care might be. Mr. Fred Gatto stated that Maine’s policy was a result of legislation passed which required their Department of Human Services to adopt rules to protect foster children from secondhand smoke. 

Upcoming Media Campaign

Mr. A. Judson Wells stated that the Committee should push for people overall not to smoke in their homes around children. Mr. Fred Gatto informed the Committee that the Division of Public Health would soon be starting a public education media campaign urging people not to smoke in their homes and cars with non-smokers. Mr. Gatto stated that the campaign would not specifically target not smoking around children because such a campaign could backfire on the CIAA (people could argue that there are no children in bar or taprooms). Ms. Deborah Brown encouraged the idea of a campaign educating the public, but discouraged pushing any legislation because citizens would be against government regulating what they can do in their private homes. Ms. Patricia Hoge stated that she liked the idea of a pledge people could sign not to smoke around non-smokers, a concrete action step that doesn’t cost any money to the smoker.

Role of DCC

Ms. Patricia Hoge asked the Committee what role they wanted the Delaware Cancer Coalition (DCC) to play. Committee members responded they would like to see the DCC continue to make connections with data and disease, and possibly collaborate on the media campaign. Ms. Patricia Hoge commented that the Committee has the opportunity to involve major health institutions in the campaign. Mr. Robert Simmons added that these would make great education distribution centers. Ms. Patricia Hoge remarked that it must be made clear to her what the order of priorities is, so she can carry the message forward to the DCC accurately. 

Smoking Environment Questions

Mr. A. Judson Wells and Mr. Fred Gatto stated that healthcare professionals need to be out spreading the message of how harmful tobacco is so the government isn’t the only visible one speaking out. Mr. Fred Gatto and Robert Simmons added that it is important for healthcare professionals to begin asking all patients about their smoking environment – are they a smoker who lives with non-smokers, or a non-smoker who lives with smokers? This way, healthcare professionals reach everyone and not just the subset of patients who smoke, and can provide information on how to protect yourself or those around you.

Impact Goals and Budget

The committee reviewed the tobacco plan goals. Mr. Fred Gatto stated one of the goals was changed to include young adults as well as youth. Ms. Patricia Hoge questioned if the committee would be prioritizing these goals. Committee members stated that due to the equal importance of all the goals, it would be difficult to give them any order, and that some of the goals could be worked on simultaneously.

Mr. Robert Simmons questioned the committee as to how they are going to translate plans and priorities to the budget. Ms. Patricia Hoge stated that this should be the main focus of the July meeting.

Tobacco Free Schools

Mr. John Ray showed the committee a draft of new tobacco-free school zone signs to be placed on school grounds/property and at school functions by DelDOT. The Committee commented that they would prefer to see mentioned that this was for the safety of the children/everyone, and not simply the word “prohibited.” Mr. Ray reported that school districts have been very cooperative overall, and that the toughest part is targeting the adults and not the children. Mr. Ray also reported that by June he will have worked with 1/3 of the schools, and the rest by the next two years. Mr. Ray stated that ten schools were under review this year, and 90 will be next year.

CIAA

Mr. Robert Simmons asked the Committee if it was appropriate to start addressing loop holes in the CIAA policy yet. Committee members stated that they wouldn’t start yet because of possible changes in legislature in the fall. Ms. Patricia Hoge suggested that the Committee think about updates for the DCC “Green Book” listing accomplishments and items on target, but also outlining what still needs to be done, along with the funds needed. Mr. Fred Gatto added that it is important to state Delaware exceeds the CDC’s minimum recommendations and not their overall recommendations.

DCC Budget

Mr. Robert Simmons asked for clarification on the Cancer Council Recommendations/Implementations budget. Ms. Patricia Hoge stated that this budget was for the 2005 fiscal year and that funding for tobacco would also come from other pockets. Ms. Cathy Scott Holloway questioned if there was any double-funding. Mr. Fred Gatto assured the committee there would not be. Mr. John Ray asked if tobacco would still get the $5 million. Ms. Patricia Hoge stated that she has been assured that tobacco will stay whole. Ms. Hoge added that starting with the July meeting she would like the committee to try to budget for fiscal year 2006 early.


The following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Ginger Jensen, Management Concepts, Inc. 302-424-1495 or via e-mail at Ginger@ManageTool.com: 

none

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Provide Information Committee meeting has been scheduled for:

DCC Consortium  Meeting:

Monday, July 19, 2004

Delaware Technical Community College

Terry Campus ~ Dover, DE
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